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Hello Friends, 
here's how to play 
your domino game 


Now you’ve received your 
second set of dominoes, you can play Farthing 
Wood dominoes! 

Cut out all 28 dominoes. Put them face down and 
shuffle them. Then each player picks out her 
dominoes. If there are two players, take seven 
each, three players get six, four or five players get 
five. Don’t let the other players see your dominoes! 

The player with the double Fox goes first. If 
no-one’s got it, each player in turn takes a domino 
from the stock until the double Fox is found. 

Once the double Fox is down, the second player 
adds a domino, which must have a Fox at one end 
of it. Take it in turns to add a domino to either end 
of the line, always matching picture to picture. If 
you can’t go, knock on the table and take another 
domino from the stock (until the stock runs out). 


The winner is the first 
player to get rid of all 
their dominoes. 


If you haven't got all your 
copies of Farthing Wood Friends, 
don’t panic! Ask a grown up to write to 
the address below stating which parts you want us to 
send you and enclosing the appropriate payment. Each 
part costs £1.20 except part 1, which only costs 60p. 
Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY AND ORDER 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 01424 755755. 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 
4TJ or telephone 01424 755755. 


CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 01424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland) 
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Whisper and Bold make it 
back to White Deer Park, 
but is it too late for Bold? 


ALL ABOUT...Hamsters 
Females can start breeding 
at just six weeks old, and 
may have up to 12 babies. 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Badger’s report from West 
Africa is about the world’s 
smallest hoofed mammal. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Make a dry aquarium and 
design your own fish for it. 


CREDITS 


HOW TO DRAW 

Velvety Mossy soon takes 
over his father’s place in 
Badger’s heart. 


SECRET WORLD OF... 

The ocean depths 
Spiders with legs up to 1m 
long, live here among hot 
underwater fountains. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 
Which would be your 
favourite ride in our 
theme park? 
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Having got wind of the blue foxes’ impending 
attack, the Farthing Wood animals had gone 
underground. But their hiding place in Fox’s 
earth wasn’t good enough, and Scarface had 
found them ... 


Fox and Scarface met face to face. “You’ve got 
no quarrel with the other animals. It’s me 
you're afraid of,” said Fox. “Me? Afraid? You 
dare to suggest I’m afraid?” Scarface boomed. 


Fox thought for a moment about what to 
do. “I’m going to challenge Scarface to 
single combat. It’s the only way,” he said. 
“Yes, I know,” said Vixen, tearfully. 


“Prove youre not afraid. Fight me! Just you 

and me! Come on!” said Fox. Everyone stood 
in silence. “What are you waiting for? Or are 
you yellow?” 


Fox and Scarface circled each other, ready 
for the attack. Scarface rushed at Fox and 
pulled out some fur. He ran at Fox again 
and wounded him. 


Just then, Whistler thumped Speedy on her 
back. The cone that had been put in her 
mouth to silence her dropped out and landed 
on Scarface’s head. 


As Scarface looked up to see where it had 
come from, Fox grabbed his chance. He leapt 
at Scarface and wrestled him to the ground, 
biting deeply into Scarface’s throat. He was 
just about to finish him off when ... 


“The Warden is coming,” called Kestrel, from 
her vantage point. The animals fled in all 


directions. Fox let Scarface go. 


“Why has he let him go?” asked Friendly. “He 
could have killed him.” “He just hasn’t got the 
killer instinct,” said Vixen, softly. “If Scarface 
comes back, he’ll come alone,” said Fox. 


Meanwhile, Measly and Weasel had 
emerged from their hiding place. They 


bumped into Owl and the two herons. “Who 
won?” asked Weasel. 


“Whooo wants to know?” asked Owl, 
pompously. “We do,” replied Measly. 

“I suppose you wooould, wouldn’t youooo?” 
remarked Owl. “She’s on form, it must have 
been Fox,” laughed Weasel. 
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“Stop pretending you're glad! If you had 
wanted Scarface dead, you would have given 


Adder the right message in the first place!” 
snapped Owl.. 


“We didn’t do it on purpose,” said Weasel. 
“In fact, dunking us in the pond was a 
miscarriage of justice! I insist on taking my 
case to a higher authority!” The animals 
visited White Stag to see what he had to say. 


“We're waiting!” said the weasels. Reluctantly, 
Owl and the two herons said that they were 
sorry. “Don’t worry,” replied Weasel, “it was 


worth it just to hear you say it!” she chuckled. 


adh Ps 


“Bold? Can it be you?” asked Shadow, in 
disbelief at how thin Bold was. Bold 
introduced his mate and explained that 
they were on their way to the Park. 


“She is an extremely silly Weasel,” said the 
White Stag, “but I do not think there was any 
malign intention in what she and her 
accomplice did. Perhaps an apology would 
satisfy you?” he asked the weasels. 


But while hearts were light inside the park, 
not far beyond its confines, Bold’s heart 
was heavy. As he and Whisper made their 


way back to White Deer Park, they bumped 
into Shadow. 


“But you swore you would never go back 
there. Will you really go now?” asked 
Shadow. “My cubs will see it,” replied Bold. 
“Goodbye Shadow ... and thank you.” 


Next week: Almost home. 


All About... 


HEADACHE CUSHIONS } 
With all the hammering woodpeckers do on 
the hard surface of tree trunks, you would 
imagine they must get splitting headaches. 
But bird experts say they are protected by 
having particularly sturdy skull bones and by a 
layer of stretchy tissue that forms a cushion 
between the beak and the rest of the skull. 


6GHi! I'm Great spotted woodpecker, Farthing 
Wood's noisiest woodpecker. You'll find me in 
woods, parks, orchards and copses where 
there are old trees. I’m quite easy to spot, 
with my black and white feathers and large 
white shoulder patches. I’m also certainly 
very easy to hear when I’m hammering on tree 
trunks and branches with my strong beak. 
There are between 25,000 and 30,000 
pairs of us Great spotteds all over 
Britain, but none in Ireland. This is 
because when we first reached Britain, it 
was still joined to the mainland of Europe. 
We Great spotteds do not travel far from our 
home base and by the time we had spread 
across the country, Ireland had become 
separated from Britain by the Irish Sea.99 


In spring, we Great Spotted woodpeckers, both 
male and female, hammer on trees to advertise 
for a mate and to announce our territories. This 
is called drumming and we do it by hammering 
8-10 powerful blows per second at a tree trunk 
or branch, preferably a dead one, because the 
noise it gives off carries further. We do this in 
short bursts - the Lesser spotted woodpecker’s 
drum rolls last twice as long as ours. 


WHO GOES WHERE 

There are three kinds of woodpecker in Britain. If you see 
one at your bird-table then it’s probably a Great spotted, 
the commonest and boldest of Britain’s woodpeckers. 

If you catch a glimpse of a sparrow-sized woodpecker, 
high up on a branch in a wood, then it’s most likely a 
Lesser spotted (see left), the shyest and rarest of our 
woodpeckers. Because it is so shy, it is hard for bird 
experts to know how many Lesser spotted woodpeckers 
there are in Britain. They live only in the southern half of the 
country and they prefer woods with deciduous trees. Like 
the Great spotted, they hammer on dead wood during the 
mating season, but the noise they make is higher pitched 
and lasts longer. The male has a reddish crown, the female 
a white one. 

A Jackdaw-sized greenish woodpecker, poking about in 
the grass, will be the Green woodpecker (see right). 


| am 23cm long (about the same size as a Song thrush) 
and | have a black back, white cheeks and shoulder 
patches, white bars across my wings and bright red 
feathers under my tail. We males have a red patch at 
the back of our head but the females don’t. My beak is 
short and stout, with the end squared off, like a chisel. 

Like all woodpeckers, | have two strong toes pointing 
forwards and two backwards. This helps me get a firm 
grip on tree trunks. My stiff tail feathers are specially 
sirengthened so that | can use them like a prop when 
I'm climbing. 


All About... 


Green woodpeckers 


6émy relative, the Green woodpecker, 
is quite a bit larger than I am. It hardly 
ever drums, but it has a loud call, 
which sounds like a cackling laugh. It 
lives in woods and copses close to 
grassy areas where it can probe for 
ants and grubs in the soil. Like me, it 
prises insects out of tree trunks.99 


HAMMER AND CHISEL 
Green woodpeckers spend much 
of their time on the ground, 
hopping jerkily in search of grubs 
and ants. When they feed in the 
trees, they grip with their toes and 
hop up the trunk in a spiral. With 
their sharp beak, they lever off 
loose bark to get at the insects 
that live there. Like us spotted 
woodpeckers, if they hear a 
wood-boring beetle moving 
about inside its tunnel, they 

bore into the tunnel with a few 
hammers of the beak, and stab 
the creature with the barbed tip 
of their long, sticky tongue. 


}e a Nature Detective 
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CONE CLUES 

If you see a pile of fir cones on the ground, they 
could well have been collected by a Great 
spotted woodpecker. It hoards them for winter, 
when supplies of insects are low. To get at the 
seeds, the bird wedges a cone in a crack ina 
tree and then pecks out the seeds, one by one. 


The male Green woodpecker has a greenish 
back, wing tips barred with yellow, a yellow patch 
above the tail, a red crown, black eye patch and 
red stripe at the edge of the beak. The female’s 
beak stripe is black. When it flies, its yellow tail 
patch is easy to spot. It has a bouncing flight, 
closing its wings every few seconds to glide, and 
then picking up speed by beating them fast. 


é 


Because of our long tongues, we woodpeckers 
can scoop out insects from cracks and holes in 
wood. When we are not using it, we coil up the 
tongue inside our head, so that the base rests 
above the eyes. 


a, 


At night, Green woodpeckers use holes in trees for 
roosting. In spring, each pair usually bores a new 
one, normally in dead or decaying wood. There is a 
short passage between the entrance hole and the 
nesting chamber. Here the female lays about six 
eggs on the floor of the chamber and both parents 
incubate them for 15-17 days. It is easier to spot a 
nesting hole once the chicks have hatched because 
they call out noisily for food. Both parents feed them 
with a milky paste made from regurgitated insects. 
When the young are about three weeks old, they 
emerge to fend for themselves. 
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mail Friends! 


Our pictures have a foxy theme 
this week, as you all seem so 
keen on drawing them. There are 
some great jokes, too. Don't 
forget to tell us your age when 
you send things in. 


Joan 


Weasel and Measly are a funny pair, 
Fun and jokes they like to share, 
Weasel likes to dance and sing, 

But often causes such a din. 

They make mischief and some trouble, 


But really they’re a lovely couple. 
Daniel Beck, aged 6 


Tom Cudworth, aged 10 


THE WOODS AT NIGHT 
The woods at night, a beautiful sight, 


. Adark and dreary place, 


The moonlight beams shine through the trees, 
Like lines of silvery lace, 

Asilent breeze comes wandering by, 

High, high in the sky, 

It whispers to trees and whispers to leaves, 
That fall to the ground not making a sound, 
The fox comes out for his nightly hunt, 

The badger is there with a sniff and a grunt, 
They are all here in these midnight shadows, 
A beautiful sight the woods at night. 


Emily Dodd, aged 12 


Why did Cinderella 
t 
the football team? cote 
“Hq 644 wou 
eM ays asneoeg 
Nicole Liddell, aged 11 


Acme Gujuuns Shemye 5 


Knock, Knock! 
Who's there? 
Adder, 
Adder who? 


Adder nuf to eat yet, Owl? 
Ben Wright, aged 5 


Girl: What sort of car has your dad got? 
Boy: | can't remember the name, | think it starts with T. 
Girl: Really? Ours only starts with petrol! 

Michelle Bloomfield, aged 13 


Wendy Rogers 


HERE’S A STORY BY CARLY TEMPANY AND HER FRIENDS 
ABOUT VIXEN’S SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARTY 

“| think everyone has forgotten my birthday,” Vixen said. 
Meanwhile, Fox, Badger and Weasel were behind a bush 
thinking of what to do for Vixen’s birthday party. Weasel 
said, “I'll sing for her.” Fox said, “Don’t even think about it.” 

“!'ll bring the cake. Should | leave it soggy or shall | make it 
hard?” said Badger. “Neither,” said Fox. “We've got to make 
it perfect. After all, you would not like soggy cake or Weasel 
singing at your party, would you now?” “Suppose you're 
right,” replied Badger. “But what shall we do? For a start, 
we've got to buy Vixen a birthday present and card. So let’s 
start looking for what we’re going to buy her.” 

So off they went. Fox bought a pencil case. Badger bought 
a book. Weasel bought some pencils. Later on in the day, 
they were almost ready for the party when Vixen walked in. 
They quickly tumed off the light and hid. 

“Is anyoody home?” called Vixen. Then Fox tumed on the 
light and they had a great time all night. 
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Nicholas Yates 


Melissa Jennings, aged 8"% 


There was a little 
adder, 

Who couldn’t climo 
a ladder, 

So if she wanted 
to be up high, 

She had to find a 
way to fly. 
Rebecca Houghton, 

aged 10 


Peter Johnston and 
Gemma Poppy 
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THE PLANETS 


66When I’m out hunting at night, | often look up 
at the sky. On a clear night you can see the Moon 
and a huge ocean of twinkling stars. Sometimes 
you can even see other planets. They don’t 
twinkle like stars because they don’t have their 
own light, but look like small, steady, shining 
discs in the sky. There are nine planets in our 
solar system, all spinning in orbits round the Sun. 
As far as we know, Earth is the only planet that 
has anything living on it. This is 
a why our planet is so special.99 


Fox’s Challenge: can you 
name the planet farthest 
away from the Sun? 


As far as we know, the _ —— : ; Oe 


planet farthest away 
; from the sun is Pluto. No 


Secret World of. 4g 


Venus is a rocky 
planet like Earth, 


: Me é ¢ te | Pagans Nature VE. 


_ but you couldnt i s acecraft has visited it yet. A dog was the first creature to be sent into space 
live sage : = j ‘ from Earth, but you wouldn’t catch me up there. 
surrounded by I’m quite happy to sit and watch the stars from 
clouds of ns the comfort of my kennel. 
burning acid. 


The solar system 


Mercury is the planet : The sun is an sun - this is called orbiting. However Poor old Pluto takes nearly 250 
closest to the Sun. rick > ordinary star, but it’s closer to Earth long it takes a planet to orbit the sun years to make one orbit (so a human 
During this planet’s is ' than any other star, so we see itasa__ is the length of that planet’s year. on Pluto wouldn’t live long enough 
—s day, its rocky huge burning ball in the sky. This depends on how fast they to be one year old)). 
a landscape is hotter » . The Earth is part of a huge solar travel and how far away they are The chart below shows the most 
than an oven. (sun) system containing planets, from the sun. For example, it takes important planets circling the sun, 
moons, asteroids, comets and Earth 365 days to get round the sun, and how long they take to get all the 


meteors. All of them move round the but Mercury does it in just 88 days. way round. 


Neptune 
appears 
blue. It has a rocky centre, which 
is covered by an enormous ocean 
of warm water and gas. Its (4 
atmosphere is made of hydrogen. 


— Se 
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Earth is called the 

‘blue planet’ because 

most of it is covered 

by water. It is special 
because it has an 
atmosphere that can 
support life. 


Jupiter is bigger than 

all the other planets put 

ey ee together, but you couldn’t 
= even land on this planet, 

because it is mainly made 

of gases and liquids. 


BUBBLES IN SPACE 


CPx ; ’ Ve . ( ) ( ‘ 
4c Make a bubble picture of outer space. 
You will need: 
black paper, white paint, paint brush, powder paints, A 
white paper, plastic straw, washing-up liquid, old spoon, 4 
old mug, scissors, glue, felt tips, bottle tops. 


4 @ Load a paint brush with @ Print bubbles on white B Stick your bubble 
: white paint and flick it on to paper (see Discovering planets down on to 
a sheet of black paper to Nature, issue 16). When the starry sky. 
make a starry sky. they've dried, cut them out. 
Make more bubbles with 
different coloured paints and 
B on different coloured paper. 


Mars, the ‘red planet’, 
has acold, red, dusty”, 
landscape. Scientists , 

thought it may have j 
some life, but no signs \ 
were found when it Nl 
was visited by Viking 
space probes. 


Pluto is the outermost and 
smallest planet and is probably 
made of ice. It is 10 times colder 
than a deep freezer. 


4 On your white paper, 
draw round some bottle 
tops to make smaller 
planets. Draw an alien and a 
rocket. Colour them in, cut 
them out and stick them 
down on the starry sky, too. 


—_— 


Uranus is another giant gas 
planet. Its solid centre is 
surrounded by ice and gases. 

It is extremely cold, y 
probably -214°C. j 


y Saturn is quite 
similar to Jupiter. lt is 


§ Dip your little finger in some 
paint and print some meteors. 


Seo a 
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e best known for the rings 
that surround it. These are 


storm clouds, made up of millions of 
fragments of ice-coated rock. = 


ASTRONAUTS HELMET 


The temperature out in space can be very hot or 
k freezing cold, so astronauts have to wear space 

suits and helmets to protect them from these 

extremes. Make yourself a shiny space helmet. 


1 | Find a cardboard box that’s big enough to go over 
your head. It needs to be deep enough so that, when 
it’s resting on your shoulders, the top of the box is 
10-15cm above the top of your head. Cut the flaps off 
the bottom of the box and cut away the shaded areas 
# from the top of the box (draw round an old dinner plate 
to help you cut an even curve). 

Cut out a curve on each side of the box, so that it 
rests comfortably on your shoulders (draw round an old 
saucer to get an even Curve). 


2 Cut out a rectangle (draw round a book for the 
shape) at the front of the box, so you can see out. 
Bend over the side flaps and hold in place with lots 
of sticky tape — you might need some help doing 
this. Cover the helmet with silver foil. 


pack in 
place. 


Make a hole in the 
helmet and push one 
end of the plastic 
tubing through. 

Push the other end of 
the tubing into a 
bottle and hold in 
place with Blu-tack. 


large piece of card, 
covered in foil 


Make holes in each 
corner of the card, 
and thread 

elastic through. 
Tie it in front 
of you to hold 
the oxygen 


% 
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You will need: 


¥ 


cardboard box, old dinner plate, old saucer, scissors 


and craft knife, silver foil, string, sticky tape. 


craft knife. 


OXYGEN PACK Wt 


There’s no air to breathe in space, so you’ll need an 
oxygen pack to stay alive. Buy your plastic ‘oxygen’ 
tubing from a hardware shop or garden centre. 


plastic 
bottles 


wide tape 
to hold the 
bottles to 
the card 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 
help you use the 
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING PIZZA 


Some people claim to have seen flying saucers. Here’s 
one that might land on your plate. Eat it hot with / 
custard, or cold with ice-cream. 


You will need: ‘ 
mixing bowl, wooden spoon, baking tray, rolling pin; 
(base:) 50g margarine, 50g raw cane sugar, 

250g self-raising wholemeal flour, 150ml natural 

yoghurt; (topping:) one sliced banana, one sliced 

peach, one sliced dessert apple, 50g raisins. 


@ Grease a baking tray and pre-heat 
the oven to 180°C/350°C/Gas Mark 4. 
Put the flour in a bowl and rub in the 
margarine with your fingers until the 
mixture is like crumbs. 


yoghurt, and mix with a 
wooden spoon until you’ve 
got a soft dough. 


* + 


4a Use a rolling pin to 
shape the dough into a 
circle about 20cm 
across and 1cm thick. 
Put it on the baking tray 
and cook in the oven for 
10 minutes. 


3 Knead the dough (see 
Discovering Nature, issue 10) 
ona clean, floured surface. 


§ Add the toppings to 
the pizza and bake for 
a further 20 minutes. 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to take 
things in and out of a 
hot oven. 


No gravity * 
Because there’s no gravity in space, 
everything (and everybody) is weightless. 
This has some very peculiar results ... 


COSMIC KEEP-FIT CLASSES 
Because you’re weightless in space, you 
don’t use your muscles for moving around. 
Astronauts would get very fat and flabby if 
they didn’t make their muscles work when © 
they were out on a space mission. To stay 
fit, they spend quite a bit of time every day 
on exercise bikes or treadmills. 


TIED DOWN 

Beds don’t need soft 
mattresses, because in 
space there’s no weight 
in a body to press it down 
and make it sore. In fact, 
astronauts have to be 
strapped to their beds to 
get a good night's kip! 


GRAB THAT GRUB 
Meals in space are nothing to look 
forward to! Most of the food is dried — 
even ice-cream - or foil wrapped to 

save room. It helps if the food is sticky 

“ (like peanut butter), so it sticks to the 
plate rather than floating off into space. _ 
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The sky turned black over White Deer Park. Then 
lightning flashed through the sky and thunder 


rumbled — but no rain fell. Although it wasn’t cold, © 
the smaller squirrels huddled together for comfort. 


“It’s an electric ispered one of them. 
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v3 FLASHES OF LIGHTNING 
C Which two flashes of 
lightning are the same? 
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WAY OUT OF THE FOREST 
play these paths will take 
the an imals out of the forest? 


tree split in half — ane tost 

“Help! Help! What shall We do?” they squealed. 

“Run for it!” said their parents. 

They scampered down the tree and joined a 
group of small animals in a rush to get away. 
Above them flew some birds. 

“What will happen to our nests?” 
they chorused. 


NESTING PLACES 
Can you spot six nests hidden in the picture? 
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FIRE SAFETY 


e ne ens - Here are things you can do to keep 
just poured! i 3 _. safe from fires. 


ood iess!” said all the animals. “That will : 4 
fire : 


3 Don’t play with 
matches, cigarettes or 
garden chemicals. 


4 


f tered in the shrubs and hedges and made 
jome again when the rain finally stopped. 


ark by drawing in the rest of the bricks 
ame size as the others. How many do you 


ox 


A 


2 Keep a fire blanket 
and a fire extinguisher 
in the house. 


1 Ask your parents , 
to put fire alarms 
in the house. ~N 


a 
4 Don’t fool around 


rs near barbecues, 
"Ris bonfires or indoor fires. 


sion ey , 2 S If clothing should catch on fire, 


throw water on it, If you should get burnt: 


1 Don’t put ointment or cream td 
on the burn. S & \) NS — 
2 Put the burn under a running cold water tap until it 
doesn’t hurt any more. (This can take 10 minutes or ; 
longer.) If there is no water nearby, pour on any mild (1 —ff- 
liquid, such as milk or a soft drink, to cool the burn. = YY 


What Kind of 
house weighs very 
little ? 


3 Take off watches or jewellery or tight clothing — “i wed) 
but don’t remove any clothing stuck to the burn. wo a 
™— 4 Cover the burn with a dry dressing (any ONE 


ZA material that is clean and not fluffy) or 
~~ plastic foodwrap. 


a 


or wrap the person up tightly ina 
blanket or coat to smother the flames. 
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eu 


Squirrel says 
Always tell an adult 
if you burn yourself — 
you may need to 
see a doctor. 


Se 
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5 Never burst blisters. 


6 Don’t eat or drink anything. 


7 lf the burn is very bad, dial 
999 for the ambulance. 


FIND THE ANSWER 
Write down the first 
letter of each of 
these things to find 
the answer. 
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